Attorney Robert "Bob" M. Strickler
March 21, 2020

SERVICE REVISIONS: SERVICES FOR ATTORNEY ROBERT M. STRICKLER WHO
DIED FEBRUARY 21, 2020 ARE NOW PRIVATE AND LIMITED TO FAMILY. There will be
no visitations on Friday, March 20th and Saturday, March 21st. A Celebration of Life
Gathering will be planned at a later date.
The memorial service at Eastminster Presbyterian Church on Saturday, March 21st will be
Live Streamed. The link to the service is http://webcasts.lifetributes.com/1059341 and will
be active on Saturday at 10:45 a.m. for the masonic service followed by the service at
11:00 a.m. The link will also be available on Bob’s tribute page at
www.etzweilerfuneralhome.com following the service.
This is extremely hard for the Strickler family who so appreciate all the love and support
from their friends and community with Bob’s passing. The family is grateful that technology
will enable you to be a part of the experience as we remember and cherish a wonderful
man, a friend, a family member, and a leader in our community who will be missed.
Attorney Robert “Bob” M. Strickler, 83, of York, PA died on February 21, 2020 in a boating
accident in the Florida Keys. He was the husband of Catharine “Kate” Jamison Strickler
for 58 years. Born in York on September 7, 1936, Bob was the son of the late Jacob
Emanuel and Flora Melinda (Wallace) Strickler.
He graduated from William Penn High School in 1954, received his BA from Dickinson
College in 1958, and then earned his Juris Doctorate from Dickinson School of Law in
1961. While at Dickinson, Bob was a member of the Sigma Chi Fraternity. From July 1963
to January 1966, Atty. Strickler served as a legal officer in the United States Air Force,
stationed at Warren Air Force Base in Cheyenne, Wyoming. He joined the law firm of
Markowitz, Kagen and Griffith in 1961 and subsequently became a Senior partner at the
law firm of Griffith, Strickler, Lerman, Solymos & Calkins. In June 2016, Atty. Strickler
joined the law firm of Countess, Gilbert & Andrews where, until his death, he was still
actively practicing.

Attorney Strickler was admitted to the Pennsylvania Bar Association in April of 1962, to
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court of PA in April of 1962, the Superior Court of
Pennsylvania in September of 1967, as well as to the United States Court of Appeals
Third Circuit in April of 1970. He was a member of the Zeredatha-White Rose Lodge No.
451, F. & A.M. where he was a 60 year member, the Harrisburg Consistory, Zembo
Temple and the York County Shrine Club where he served as President in 1986.
Additionally, Bob was a member and past director of the Harrisburg Court #116, Royal
Order of Jesters, and a member of the National Sojourners, Inc, Harrisburg Chapter # 76.
He was a member of both the East York Rotary Club and the Victory AA Club. Bob was a
long-time member of Eastminster Presbyterian Church where he served as an Elder.
In addition to his wife Kate, Mr. Strickler is survived by his two daughters, Jennifer J. Roth
and her husband, David, of Fort Collins, CO, and Beth A. Barba and her husband, Sean,
of York, PA. He was a loving Grandpa to his grandchildren Zoe and Samuel Roth and
Sean Robert Barba. Bob is also survived by his cousin, Gail Hartsough of York, PA, a
sister-in-law, Laurie Strickler of Littlestown, PA, a sister-in-law, Nellie LaBerge of Concord,
GA, and 10 nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his three brothers, Clair,
Richard and Orvin Strickler.
Affectionately known as Cap’n Bob or Strick, Mr. Strickler was a generous and gregarious
person, equally at home picking out the very best produce at the York Farmers’ Markets,
running his boat, or representing one of his many clients. He was happiest, though, on the
water, be it in Delaware or the Florida Keys, fishing rod in hand, catching anything from
striper to sailfish. He had a contagious laugh, a quick wit, an unparalleled passion to live
every day to its fullest and he shared that passion, along with a good story or joke, with
everyone whose paths he crossed.
A memorial service to celebrate Attorney Robert Strickler’s life will take place on Saturday,
March 21, 2020 at 11:00 AM at Eastminster Presbyterian Church, 311 Haines Road York,
PA 17402 with the Rev. Dr. Stephens G. Lytch officiating. A Masonic Service conducted by
the Zeredatha-White Rose Lodge #451 will begin at 10:45 AM at the church. Visitations
will be held Friday, March 20, 2020 from 5:00-8:00 PM and Saturday from 9:30-10:45 AM
at Eastminster Presbyterian Church.
In lieu of flowers, contributions in memory of Attorney Robert Strickler can be made to the
Shriners Hospital for Children- Philadelphia: 3551 N. Broad St. Philadelphia, PA 19140 c/o
Terry Diamond, Big Pine Academy: 30220 Overseas Highway Big Pine Key, FL 33043 c/o
Mrs. Sarah Williams, or to Eastminster Presbyterian Church.

Arrangements by the Etzweiler Funeral Homes and Cremation Service, 1111 E. Market
St., York, PA 17403.

Events
MAR
21

Masonic Services

10:45AM

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road, York, PA, US, 17402

MAR
21

Memorial Service

11:00AM

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
311 Haines Road, York, PA, US, 17402

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Etzweiler Funeral Home - March 21 at 09:35 PM

“

A webcast video has been added.

Etzweiler Funeral Home - March 11 at 01:14 PM

“

We just viewed Mr Strickler’s service online, we’re sorry we couldn’t be there to join in the
celebration of his life. The eulogy that his partner, Charlie Caulkins gave was a true
testament to what a wonderful person, father and friend he was to so many! Our thoughts
and prayers are with the Stickler family! Love Jeff and Tammy Drawbaugh
Tammy Deawbaugh - March 21 at 01:03 PM

“

From a loving granddaughter: My grandfather was quite the man. Honorable in every
moment and dedicated to serving others. He believed in truth and justice and
integrity. And above all he believed in living- living each moment to the fullest- living
by doing, seeing, talking and leaving a trail of goodness in our wake. He believed in
sharing his passions because in that he was sharing his world with whomever stood
in his light. I learned from him the passion for the water, for boats, for fishing; the
passion for slowing down life to embrace a salty breeze and the beaming sun. My
last memory with him was fishing in the spot where he, a mere year later, passed into
the mystic. I can see him on that last day vividly, baiting a hook and casting it off the
port side as he joked with his buddy; living as to allow no day to be laid to waste. He
never came home that day; but, his spirit remains on the water, in his happiest of
places, continuing to live even in death. My grandfather was a man for his people
and his passions. A man who never said no to a good time or waited for life to start.
When we lose someone to the Beyond, we cannot follow and we cannot get them
back. We can only pick up their footsteps where they left off and live every following
step in their honor, adding to the wake of goodness they laid down behind them.

Thank you to everyone who can be there in these troubling times for my family in
York proper and for all the kind words being shared on my grandfathers behalf!
Zoe Roth (Robert Strickler’s Granddaughter)
Zoe Roth - March 21 at 05:09 PM

“

I have such fond memories of summers on the Jenny Beth with Bob and Beth. We
fished we drank beer, we laughed. He was always fun and happy to be holding a fish
in his hand saying that would be good eating. I also remember the crab pots and
having to go in the row boat to get the crabs out of the boat and refill the chum for
them. I was screaming with crabs trying to pinch me and the stench of chum:) He
was a master crab picker too. Taught me the right way to eat a Maryland Blue Crab
over a beer on the porch with Kate and Bob and Beth:)
He always made us do shots of Jaegermister the night befor our fishing trip. He said
it was good for ya. He was so funny driving around in the Brown Cloud. Loved Bob.
RIP. We will catch some fish this summer for you and have a beer. Love you Beth,
Kath, Sean, little Sean and friends and family.
I am so sorry we can't be there on this day. xxoxxoxxoxx
Jill Orsatti
Beth's longtime friend

Jill Orsatti - March 21 at 03:39 PM

“

I'll never forget the day Beth, Little Sean and I were fishing with Cap'n Bob in the bay.
We weren't having much luck catching anything and we were out for hours trolling (?)
back and forth, again and again. Captain Bob was determined to get a catch. Beth
and I could tell he wasn't going to give up! I remember finally praying, "Lord, please
let one of us get a fish, because we're not going to see land again until we do!" It was
so much fun being on the boat with him! He was so patient with me - the land lubber!
I told Beth she should create a dictionary of fishing terms for her guests because
sometimes it was like they were speaking another language!
He was always so generous whenever I visited Easy Street! Always ready to share
crabs, clams, the catch of the day, or vegetables from his prized garden - especially
his tomatoes! I'll always remember how it seemed that he just wanted everyone to
have a wonderful time and enjoy - and speaking for myself and many others - we
did!! Thanks for so many seaside memories!
Love,
Holly H.

Holly Henry - March 21 at 12:12 PM

“

Strick and Kate helped me get a place at PotNets — He helped me get a boat —
Taught me how to run it and how to safely get thru the inlet and out to B Buoy — He
taught me how to go crabbing and had to teach me which way to sit while rowing (I
was facing the wrong way - He gently pointed this out). — He even gave me a key to
the row boat and his shed so that I could retrieve the pots if he wasn’t coming down
for some reason — He was a great Mentor and I shall miss him forever!!!!

Charlie Stein - March 21 at 11:59 AM

“

Until we meet again, Cap'n Bob, for P.O.T.T., Yukon with a Bud Light chaser, and
some great laughs. Love you! Good show! -Nicole and Teresa

Nicole Flowers - March 21 at 10:42 AM

“

From Jim and Betty Lou Green:
Love to you. Pleasant memories. Our prayers are with you and your family.

Betty Lou Green - March 20 at 12:40 PM

“

Larry and Kay Symonds and Family purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of
Attorney Robert "Bob" M. Strickler.

Larry and Kay Symonds and Family - March 10 at 01:38 PM

“

Fiery Lily and Rose was purchased for the family of Attorney Robert "Bob" M.
Strickler.

March 03 at 12:20 AM

