Joseph J. Schaeffer
March 9, 1963 - October 27, 2020

Joseph J. Schaeffer, 57, passed away at his residence.
Joseph was born in York on March 29, 1963, son of the late Robert G. and Thelma A.
(Fahringer) Schaeffer.
Joseph graduated from Eastern York High School and went on to earn his bachelor’s
degree in Business Management, Penn State University and a Master’s degree in
Counseling, Millersville University. He was a retired Guidance Counselor for the
Gettysburg Middle School and High School. He was an Art Collector and enthusiast and
was also part of Big Brothers Big Sisters and a founding member of Dollars for Scholars in
Gettysburg. He had an open heart and door for youth and truly loved working with them.
He was a sweet, kind man who spent his life thinking of others. If he knew you were
interested in something, he would look for good deals and make sure you knew about it.
When it was time to make decisions about absolutely anything, he was the best source of
information. He took the time to listen and then give wise counsel. When you talked to
him, you really felt like he wanted to hear you. When COVID was still a new thing, before
masks were commonplace, he bought boxes of masks for everyone in his family. He
LOVED his family. Rest Easy Uncle Joe.
He is survived by three sisters, Sharon L. Klock of York, Judith Tunney of Hellam, and
Vickie Everhart and her husband, Gregg of Manchester; and many nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by a brother, Michael Robert Schaeffer.
Private services will be held at the convenience of the family.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Big Brothers Big Sister of York
and Adams Counties, 227 West Market Street, Suite 102, York, PA 17401, Dollars for
Scholars, 14 West Market Street, York, PA 17401, or to the York County SPCA, 3159 N.
Susquehanna Trail, York, PA 17406.

Arrangements by the Etzweiler Funeral Homes and Cremation Service, 1111 E. Market
St., York, PA 17403.

Comments

“

I was a colleague of Joe's at GAHS. Joe always had the students' best interest in
mind and was a terrific advocate for them. He worked hard to do what he could to
help them on their journey. Joe also was great support for all those with whom he
worked. He would help anyone who needed it. He will be missed. My deepest
sympathy to his family and friends. Anna Palmer

Anna Palmer - November 03, 2020 at 08:49 AM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Joe at Gettysburg Area High School. Joe was all
about the students, and a true advocate for them. He helped many, many students
find their path in life. He was also a caring and thoughtful colleague who really cared
about our school, staff, and students. My sincerest condolences to his family and
friends. Dave Guerrieri

Dave Guerrieri - November 02, 2020 at 02:25 PM

“

It was my privilege to work with Joe at the GASD. Joe was a kind and thoughtful man
who went out of his way to help others any way that he could. He worked hard to
assist students build their skills and capacity to achieve success. He had a big heart.
He was a friend to everyone. Our sincere condolences to the family during this
difficult time. John and Cindy Lewis.

John J Lewis - November 01, 2020 at 11:13 AM

“

We are so very sorry to hear of Joe's passing. We met Joe with our work for Dollars
for Scholars. Joe was an outstanding person and helped everyone. We know too he
loved working with youth. He was a true hero for them all. Our deepest sympathies
for the loss of a great man. Joan and Chris Andes

Joan - November 01, 2020 at 09:38 AM

“

Im so very sorry to hear of Joe's passing. He was a colleague at GASD. My sincere
condolences.
Buff Wills

Elizabeth Wills - October 31, 2020 at 08:57 PM

